______THE BLITZKRIEG HITS LONDON_______
day before and was again to be in the fray on August
18, when, too, Londoners heard the anti-aircraft
guns round their city in action for the first time. The
memory of a big German bomber blazing in a field
near the writer's home on that day will always re-
main vividly in his mind. The London suburbs were
again attacked on the night of August 22.
The Attack of September 7
It was on September 7, however, that London's
ordeal really began. On that day, between 4.30 and
6 p.m. a heavy attack, the third of the day, was
launched by large bombing formations, escorted by
fighters, upon south-east England, and a number of
enemy aircraft succeeded in penetrating to the east-
ern districts of the capital. Fires were started when
industrial targets in this area were hit, and damage
was done to lighting, communications and other
public services. Heavy attacks were made also upon
the docks. 'London*, said the bulletin of the Air
Ministry News Service on September 7, 'was ringed
with air battles for over an hour this evening. From
aerodromes on every side Spitfires and Hurricanes
flew to challenge the first big Nazi raid on London
and the docks.9 'Enemy attacks9, said the communique
issued by the Air Ministry and Ministry of Home
Security on the same evening, 'have been repeated in
the London area to-night, and it is evident that the
scale of his attacks on London has been the largest
yet attempted. Our defences have actively engaged
the enemy at all points, and the civil defence services
are responding admirably to all the calls that are be-
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